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What we talk about when we talk biopolitics 

Not just Foucault... 

 

Wikipedia’s 13 definitions include 
 

• The political application of bioethics 

• A political spectrum that reflects positions towards the 
sociopolitical consequences of the biotech revolution 

• Political advocacy in support of, or in opposition to, 
some applications of biotechnology 

• Public policies regarding some applications of 
biotechnology 

 



Mission statement 

For responsible uses and effective social governance of 
human genetic and reproductive technologies 

  

Values 

• social justice 

• human rights 

• the public interest 



 Building a 
biopolitical network 

Policy  
interventions 

Strategic  
Communications 

Advocacy-
oriented research 



Cloning humans? 



Redesigning humans? 



Science or sci fi? 



Current news 

 
 

MIT Technology Review 
 

March 5, 2015  
 

Featured Story 
 

 Engineering the Perfect Baby 
 

Scientists are developing ways to edit 
the DNA of tomorrow’s children. 

Should they stop before it’s too late?  
 

 

 

 



Technologies and practices 



Egg freezing and “chill parties” 



Surrogacy in India  



Surrogacy in India 



Biological race resurgent 



Genetic testing 



Synthetic life, engineered humans 



Cross-cutting concerns #1  

Reclaiming human biotechnologies for the 

public interest and common good by 

countering policies, practices and ideas that 
 

• reinforce unjust social hierarchies 

• foster genetic reductionism and biological determinism and 

strengthen biological understandings of race 

• elevate individualism in biotechnological, biomedical and 

bioethical matters 

 



Cross-cutting concerns #2 

Reclaiming human biotechnologies for the 
public interest and common good by 
countering policies, practices and ideas 
that 

 

• make unwanted alterations to what it means to be 
human, often by commodifying human biological 
processes and materials 

• threaten privacy and civil liberties in new ways 
• challenge democratic accountability in the 

development, use and governance of 
biotechnologies, often by assuming that technology 
is neutral and autonomous 

 



Center for Genetics and Society 

geneticsandsociety.org 

 

 Visit the CGS website and blog  

 Sign up for our newsletter 

 Twitter, Facebook, Google+ 

 

http://www.geneticsandsociety.org/index.php
http://www.biopoliticaltimes.org/article.php?list=class&class=20&qty=4
http://www.biopoliticaltimes.org/article.php?list=class&class=20&qty=4
http://www.geneticsandsociety.org/form.php?modin=53
https://twitter.com/C_G_S
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Center-for-Genetics-and-Society/24544041423
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Center-for-Genetics-and-Society/24544041423
https://plus.google.com/111278364186274600120/posts


  





Technologies and practices 


