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�� Five years after a trade group tried reining them in, Five years after a trade group tried reining them in, 

fertility clinics and brokers are bidding up prices for fertility clinics and brokers are bidding up prices for 

eggs sold by casheggs sold by cash--strapped college women with strapped college women with 

top test scores and picturetop test scores and picture--perfect looks. perfect looks. 

�� ~USA Today 3/15/06~USA Today 3/15/06

�� If youIf you’’re a healthy woman in your twenties and re a healthy woman in your twenties and 

youyou’’re in college, your eggs are in high demand. re in college, your eggs are in high demand. ~ ~ 

Diamondback Online 3/3/06Diamondback Online 3/3/06



UC Berkeley 
Newspaper



UC San Francisco

Chinese Donor - Urgent! Young Chinese 
Egg Donor Needed. Remuneration: 
$100,000.00 and Negotiable. Loving & 
Caring Chinese Family is looking for 
healthy, young (under 32), highly 
intelligent, Chinese egg donor. 



Emory University 
Newspaper



What is egg 
donation?

�� Part of Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART) Part of Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART) 
industryindustry

�� Egg donor recruited when woman doing Egg donor recruited when woman doing in vitro in vitro 
fertilization canfertilization can’’t conceive using her own eggst conceive using her own eggs

�� Recruited through fertility clinic, egg broker, or private Recruited through fertility clinic, egg broker, or private 
partyparty

�� Process involves recruitment and psychological Process involves recruitment and psychological 
screeningscreening

�� Procedure involves hormonal stimulation and surgeryProcedure involves hormonal stimulation and surgery



Egg retrieval process

�� Women inject daily Women inject daily 
hormones to first hormones to first ““shut shut 
downdown””and then and then 
““hyperstimulatehyperstimulate”” their their 
ovaries to produce ovaries to produce 
multiple eggsmultiple eggs

�� When egg follicles are When egg follicles are 
mature, selfmature, self--injection of injection of 
33rdrd hormone to trigger hormone to trigger 
ovulationovulation

�� Surgery under light Surgery under light 
anesthesiaanesthesia



Concerns

�� Health risks of egg retrieval processHealth risks of egg retrieval process

�� Commercialization: disturbing market in eggsCommercialization: disturbing market in eggs

�� CommodificationCommodification of womenof women’’s reproductive tissues reproductive tissue

�� Lack of regulation of ART industry in general, egg Lack of regulation of ART industry in general, egg 
retrieval in particularretrieval in particular

�� Latest development: scientists using womenLatest development: scientists using women’’s s 
eggs for research cloning (stem cell research)eggs for research cloning (stem cell research)



What can we do?

�� EDUCATIONEDUCATION

�� Process and risksProcess and risks

�� Focus on college/university campusesFocus on college/university campuses

�� POLICY AREASPOLICY AREAS

�� Alternatives to hormonally stimulated egg retrievalAlternatives to hormonally stimulated egg retrieval

�� Standards of careStandards of care

�� Data on health effectsData on health effects

�� Compensation limits?Compensation limits?


